
'LiquidPublication' Post-doctoral researcher 
Innovating the Scientific Knowledge Object Lifecycle
Institut Jean Nicod (CNRS, EHSS, ENS), Paris
 
We are seeking to recruit a post-doctoral researcher as part of an international project entitled 
LiquidPublication. Funded by the European Commission, the project will bring together a 
highly interdisciplinary team of researchers and experts in order to explore how ICT and the 
lessons learned from software engineering and the social Web can be applied to provide a 
radical paradigm shift in the way scientific knowledge is created, disseminated, evaluated, and 
maintained. The goal to exploit the novel technologies to enable a transition of the “scientific 
paper” from its traditional “solid” form, (i.e., a crystallization in space and time of a scientific 
knowledge artifact) to a Liquid Publication (or LiquidPub for short), that can take multiple 
shapes, evolves continuously in time, and is enriched by multiple sources. We call these new, 
dynamic objects, Scientific Knowledge Objects (SKO). More details on the project and its 
partners are available at: http://project.liquidpub.org/ 

Keywords: social epistemology, web epistemology, scientific evaluation, information design,  
social simulation, human-computer interaction

The post-doctoral researcher will be based in Paris, at the Institut Nicod (Ecole Normale 
Supérieure and Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, www.institutnicod.org) and 
will have the opportunity to (1) work in an interdisciplinary team, (2) learn to manage an 
international research project (3) present research plans and findings to specialist audiences at 
project workshops and conferences, and (4) disseminate their research in a wide range of 
project publications. 
 
The core expert consortium on the project includes Project Coordinator, Professor Fabio 
Casati (Department of Computer Science, University of Trento), the Spanish National 
Research Council, the academic publishing house Springer Science, the University of 
Fribourg and the CNRS in Paris.
 
The post will start in late May 2008. Candidates are welcome to submit their applications 
from now on. Applications will be accepted until the position is fulfilled. The position will be 
initially for 12 months. The project will continue thereafter for a further 24 months and post-
holders will be eligible to apply for continuing post-doctoral research positions. During the 
first 24 months, research will mainly be based at the Institut Jean Nicod (CNRS, EHESS, 
ENS) in Paris, France. The researcher will be required to develop a programme of research 
under the supervision of Gloria Origgi and Roberto Casati (CNRS) on "Defining Processes 
and Roles of Scientific Knowledge Objects (SKO)", that is, understanding the mutual 
interaction between different actors in the creation of a liquid document: authors, 
collaborators, readers, evaluators, publishers, and designing a prototype version of SKO and 
its related plug-ins. The candidate will be also involved in research on copyright policies and 
will be encouraged to explore already existing solutions on the Web 2.0 to diffuse and 
evaluate academic research. 
  
The post-doctoral researcher should fill the following requirements:

• A  background  in  epistemology,  web-studies,  media  studies,  information  design, 
human-computer interaction. 

• An interest and experience in web-based design and evaluation of knowledge.

http://project.liquidpub.org/
http://www.institutnicod.org/


• An interest and experience in the Web 2.0 social tools
• Some programming skills for Web development (PhP, SQL) 

Doctoral degrees must be completed before appointment to the post.
Candidates should be effective team players and independent researchers who can work to 
deadline and who are able to communicate effectively across disciplines. 
Fluent spoken and written English is essential.
 
The salary is €2000 per month (net). French social security and retirement benefits will 
apply.
 
Candidates are invited to submit an application (in English) including a detailed curriculum 
vitae, a list of publications, a statement of interest, and two letters of recommendation. The 
application should be sent directly both to Gloria Origgi at origgi@ehess.fr and to Roberto 
Casati at casati@ehess.fr . 
The successful candidate will be given ample leeway. Our objective is to create a leading 
group in web epistemology, and SKOs, and thereby to make sure that our candidate will 
establish her or himself as a leading figure in the domain. We will be thus flexible in 
redefining assignments during the life of the project. 

The candidate is expected to contribute to the scientific and the management aspects of the 
project.

1. Participate in the research and design process: 

-Writing up a state of the art on evaluation policies and software (in the early months)

-Contributing to the definition of SKO roles and the information design of the SKO prototype

- Contributing to the software development of the SKO prototype

-Producing two scientific papers per year in international peer-reviewed journals), on themes 
defined in coordination with the principal investigators. 

-Tracking the relevant communities (such as Bp3 and Researchblogging): search for relevant 
communities, follow up of activities, production of periodic executive summaries. 

-Participate in the creation of guidelines for SKOs (copyright design, etc.).

2. Management

-Effectively managing the project on behalf on the Institut Nicod, under the direction of the 
principal investigators, including: implementing project policies, keeping in touch with the 
coordinator,  producing  reports,  ensuring  the  timely  production  of  deliverables  for  WPs, 
liaising the CNRS and the European Commission,  organizing meetings,  keeping track of 
knowledge (e.g. by contributing to the project website and blog). 
-Providing creative solutions for making the LiquidPublication community members interact 
in an efficient way, and for outreaching to other communities. 
For enquiries, email Gloria Origgi origgi@ehess.fr.
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